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19" PCCin lloilo City

Finally, the much-awaited 19" Philippine Chemistry Congress will

now

push through this coming May 24-26 at the Bar celo-Sarabia Manor Hotel
& Convention Center in one of Panay’s historic places - lloilo City.
Everyone in the chemistry community is so excited on this meeting, for it
has been more than a year since the last congress was held.

Thelong interval between the previous
and the upcoming conferences was a
result of the postponement due to the
SARS outbreak that hit a number of
countries at the early part of 2003.
Though everything was set and ready
the organizers, ICP-National (national
organizing committee) and | CP-Panay
Chapters(local organizing committee)
being chaired by Dr. Fabian Dayrit and
Mr. Mario Jiz, respectively, arrived at
aconsensus of moving the assembly to
this year to protect the participants.
Hand in hand, the organizers are
working hard to give the participants
clear information on the reconfirmation
of joining in and whether new papers
are to be presented or revisions are

necessary. Each individual in the
committees devoted the same effort as
they did after the delay. It can be
recalled that after it was agreed upon
that the assembly be called off,
announcements were disseminated in
the community regarding all the
essential guidelinesthey need to know
ontheremittal, retaining or transferring
of registration fees, and withdrawal of
entries. The Chair of the 19" PCC
Scientific Papers Committee, Dr.
Evangeline C. Santiago, sent lettersand
author information sheetstogether with
the submitted abstracts by electronic
mailsto the expected participants.

continued on p. 2

National Chemweek 2004 3

PFCS’ New Websites 5
lloilo City ... 6

)
>
2}
2
2
=
)
)
=
0
£

Calendar of Activities 11
Bird Flu Outbreak 12

ICP Seminars Scheduled for 2004 5
Reresher Course 2: Instrumental Analysis 5

2003's Chemist Licensure Examination 8

Board of Examiners for 2004 8

A Bond Among PACS'’ Participating Members 9

Dr. Severino Legarda Koh 9

Two-year Research in Japan for Dr. Myrna S. Mahinay 10
DOST'’s New Ph. D. Holders 10

2003 IUPAC Travel Grant for Young Chemists 10

~

=

J




2 February 2001

MESSAGE FROM
THE PFCS PRESIDENT

he members of the Board of Directors and the officers of the Philippine
Federation of Chemistry Societies (PFCS) send their greetings to all chemists
and students of chemistry on the occasion of Chemistry Week, 2001!

We also wish to congratulate Dr. Christina Binag and her staff for the revival of
the Philippine Chemical News (PCN), the semi-annual newsletter which
resumed publication in May 2000. The PCN serves as the PFCS’ medium for
the exchange of information on the activities of its member organizations and
for the publication of articles on current issues and recent developments in the
various fields of chemistry.

The PFCS has embarked on two major programs to help promote chemistry in
the Philippines. The first is the popularization of chemistry through the
enhancement of the public’s awareness of the relevance of chemistry in our
daily lives. The second is to strengthen its advocacy role on public issues. The
federation, as an organization, or through its members, shall endeavor to
participate in the formulation of science policy, science based legislation, as well
as in organizing scientific symposia for the public.

The activities for Chemistry Week 2001 and the forthcoming 17" Philippine
Chemistry Congress (17" PCC) on May 23-25, 2001 in Cagayan de Oro all
reflect the federation’s thrusts. Chemistry Week opens with the Second
National Chemistry Student Congress which shall focus on chemistry asa career.
This shall be followed by a series of public symposia on the applications of
chemistry in a diversity of fields — arts, law enforcement, archaeology,
information technology and industry.

The 17" PCC will open with the final round of the First Philippine Chemistry
Olympiad. This is the culmination of a national high school chemistry
competition currently being conducted by the Kapisanang Kimika ng Pilipinas
(KKP), one of the PFCS’ member societies. The congress itself will feature
research papers, plenary lectures by national and international experts on
scientific and public issues and exhibits of scientific equipment.

The PFCS as an umbrella organization of five chemistry societies can become
an effective force in the promotion of science, particularly chemistry, not only in
the Philippines but in the international community as well. Let us continue working
together to achieve progress in science for the country.

Thank you and MABUHAY!!

Dr. Elma C. Llaguno
President
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NRCP Grants Research Award to Prof. Guevara

he National Research Council of the Philippines (NRCP) had granted the 2000 NRCP Achievement Award (Division of
Chemical Sciences) to Professor Emeritus Beatrice Q. Guevara, Ph.D. The award was given during the NRCP 67"
Annual Meeting held last March 11, 2000 at the EDSA Shangri-la Hotel.

Prof. Guevara, who was formerly Assistant to the Rector
for Research, Planning, and Development and professor at
the College of Science and the Graduate School, was recog-
nized by her fellow researchers for her outstanding contribu-
tion in the Natural Products research in the Philippines and in
Asia. Prof. Guevara is very well known for her pioneering
work in the alkaloid field screening of Philippine plants and
chemical characterizations of biologically active compounds
found in Philippine medicinal plants particularly Ipomoea
muricata.

Prof. Guevara who was conferred Professor Emeritus in 1998
had been in the academe for 44 years rising from the ranks
to full professor. She had served UST as Assistant Dean of
the College of Science and Chair of the Department of Chem-
istry. She was likewise a recipient of the Metrobank Out-
standing Educator Award.

Prof. Beatrice Q. Guevara receiving her NRCP achievement award.

NAST 2000 Winners

he National Academy of Science and Technology granted the Outstanding Young Scientist (OYS) Award (Division of

Mathematical, Physical and Engineering Sciences) to Dr. Ishmael Ordofiez of the Institute of Chemistry, UP Diliman.
This prestigious award was given during the academy’s 22nd Annual Scientific Meeting held last July 6, 2000 at the Manila
Hotel.

The Outstanding Young Scientist (OYS) Awards are given to young Filipino scientists (less than 40 years old) who have made
significant contributions to science and technology. Likewise, Dr. Ordofiez was judged based on the quality and number of
scientific work and publications he made, his contributions to the advances of science in general and to science in the
Philippines, in particular, and his contribution to the well-being of the Philippine economy and culture.

On the other hand, the Outstanding Scientific Paper was
given to the research conducted by Ms. Amelita Bartolome,
Dr. Christina Binag, and Dr. Fortunato Sevilla of the UST
Research Center for the Natural Sciences (RCNS) entitled,
“Triacylglycerol Biosensor Based on Conducting Polypyrrole”
published in 1998 KIMIKA, the official journal of the
Kapisanang Kimika ng Pilipinas.

The outstanding scientific paper awards are given annually
to papers published in Philippine scientific technical journals
within five years prior to the award. The criteria for judging
the best scientific paper include quality and originality of con-
tent, contribution to science and technology, clarity of pre-
sentation and thoroughness of investigation.

Dr. I Ordoriez; accepting his Outstanding Young Scientist Award. and Dr. C.
Binag and Dr. F. Sevilla showing their Outstanding Scientific Paper Award.









