
1Philippine Chemical News

CHEMICAL NEWS
The Official Newsletter of the Philippine Federation of Chemistry Societies April 2004

P h i l i p p i n e

19th PCC in Iloilo City
Finally, the much-awaited 19th Philippine Chemistry Congress will  now
push through this coming May 24-26 at the Barcelo-Sarabia Manor Hotel
& Convention Center in one of Panay’s historic places - Iloilo  City.
Everyone in the chemistry community is so excited on this meeting, for it
has been more than a year since the last congress was held.

Barcelo-Sarabia Convention Center
Iloilo City, 24–26 May 2004

“Tungo sa Maunlad na
Kabuhayan at Malinis na

Kapaligiran”

necessary.  Each individual in the
committees devoted the same effort as
they did after the delay.  It can be
recalled that after it was agreed upon
that the assembly be called off,
announcements were disseminated in
the community regarding all the
essential guidelines they need to know
on the remittal, retaining or transferring
of registration fees, and withdrawal of
entries.  The Chair of the 19th PCC
Scientific Papers Committee, Dr.
Evangeline C. Santiago, sent letters and
author information sheets together with
the submitted abstracts by electronic
mails to the expected participants.

      continued on p. 2

The long interval between the previous
and the upcoming conferences was a
result of the postponement due to the
SARS outbreak that hit a number of
countries at the early part of 2003.
Though everything was set and ready
the organizers, ICP-National (national
organizing committee) and ICP-Panay
Chapters (local organizing committee)
being chaired by Dr. Fabian Dayrit and
Mr. Mario Jiz , respectively, arrived at
a consensus of moving the assembly to
this year to protect the participants.
Hand in hand, the organizers are
working hard to give the participants
clear information on the reconfirmation
of joining in and whether new papers
are to be presented or revisions are
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MESSAGE FROMMESSAGE FROMMESSAGE FROMMESSAGE FROMMESSAGE FROM
THE PFCS PRESIDENTTHE PFCS PRESIDENTTHE PFCS PRESIDENTTHE PFCS PRESIDENTTHE PFCS PRESIDENT

The members of the Board of Directors and the officers of the Philippine
Federation of Chemistry Societies (PFCS) send their greetings to all  chemists

and students of chemistry on the occasion of Chemistry Week, 2001!

We also wish to congratulate Dr. Christina Binag and her staff for the revival of
the Philippine Chemical News (PCN), the semi-annual newsletter which
resumed publication in May 2000. The PCN serves as the PFCS� medium for
the exchange of information on the activities of its member organizations and
for the publication of articles on current issues and recent developments in the
various fields of chemistry.

The PFCS has embarked on two major programs to help promote chemistry in
the Philippines. The first is the popularization of chemistry through the
enhancement of the public�s awareness of the relevance of chemistry in our
daily lives. The second is to strengthen its advocacy role on public issues. The
federation, as an organization, or through its members, shall endeavor to
participate in the formulation of science policy, science based legislation, as well
as in organizing scientific symposia for the public.

The activities for Chemistry Week 2001 and the forthcoming 17th Philippine
Chemistry Congress (17th PCC) on May 23�25, 2001 in Cagayan de Oro all
reflect the federation�s thrusts. Chemistry Week opens with the Second
National Chemistry Student Congress which shall focus on chemistry as a   career.
This shall be followed by a series of public symposia on the applications of
chemistry in a diversity of fields � arts, law enforcement, archaeology,
information technology and industry.

The 17th PCC will open with the final round of the First Philippine Chemistry
Olympiad. This is the culmination of a national high school chemistry
competition currently being conducted by the Kapisanang Kimika ng Pilipinas
(KKP), one of the PFCS� member societies. The congress itself will feature
research papers, plenary lectures by national and international experts on
scientific and public issues and exhibits of scientific equipment.

The PFCS as an umbrella organization of five chemistry societies can become
an effective force in the promotion of science, particularly chemistry, not only in
the Philippines but in the international community as well. Let us continue  working
together to achieve progress in science for the country.

Thank you and MABUHAY!

Dr. Elma C. Llaguno
President



3Philippine Chemical News

NAST 2000 Winners

The National Academy of Science and Technology granted the Outstanding Young Scientist (OYS) Award (Division of
Mathematical, Physical and Engineering Sciences) to Dr. Ishmael Ordoñez of the Institute of Chemistry, UP Diliman.

This prestigious award was given during the academy�s 22nd Annual Scientific Meeting held last July 6, 2000 at the Manila
Hotel.

The Outstanding Young Scientist (OYS) Awards are given to young Filipino scientists (less than 40 years old) who have made
significant contributions to science and technology. Likewise, Dr. Ordoñez was judged based on the quality and number of
scientific work and publications he made, his contributions to the advances of science in general and to science in the
Philippines, in particular, and his contribution to the well-being of the Philippine economy and culture.

NRCP Grants Research Award to Prof. Guevara

The National Research Council of the Philippines (NRCP) had granted the 2000 NRCP Achievement Award (Division of
Chemical Sciences) to Professor Emeritus Beatrice Q. Guevara, Ph.D. The award was given during the NRCP 67th

Annual Meeting held last March 11, 2000 at the EDSA Shangri-la Hotel.

Prof. Guevara, who was formerly Assistant to the Rector
for Research, Planning, and Development and professor at
the College of Science and the Graduate School, was recog-
nized by her fellow researchers for her outstanding contribu-
tion in the Natural Products research in the Philippines and in
Asia.  Prof. Guevara is very well known for her pioneering
work in the alkaloid field screening of Philippine plants and
chemical characterizations of biologically active compounds
found in Philippine medicinal plants particularly Ipomoea
muricata.

Prof. Guevara who was conferred Professor Emeritus in 1998
had been in the academe for 44 years rising from the ranks
to full professor. She had served UST as Assistant Dean of
the College of Science and Chair of the Department of Chem-
istry. She was likewise a recipient of the Metrobank Out-
standing Educator Award.

Prof. Beatrice Q. Guevara receiving her NRCP achievement award.

On the other hand, the Outstanding Scientific Paper  was
given to the research conducted by Ms. Amelita Bartolome,
Dr. Christina Binag, and Dr. Fortunato Sevilla of the UST
Research Center for the Natural Sciences (RCNS) entitled,
�Triacylglycerol Biosensor Based on Conducting Polypyrrole�
published in 1998 KIMIKA, the  official journal of the
Kapisanang Kimika ng Pilipinas.

The outstanding scientific paper awards are given annually
to papers published in Philippine scientific technical journals
within five years prior to the award. The criteria for judging
the best scientific paper include quality and originality of con-
tent, contribution to science and technology, clarity of pre-
sentation and thoroughness of investigation.Dr. I. Ordoñez accepting his Outstanding Young Scientist Award. and Dr. C.

Binag and Dr. F. Sevilla showing their Outstanding Scientific Paper Award.
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SEAFDEC-Iloilo Hosts 27th

PSBMB Convention

The Southeast Asian Fisheries Develop-
ment Center�Aquaculture Department

(SEAFDEC) played host to the 27th Philip-
pine Society for Biochemistry and Molecu-
lar Biology (PSBMB) Convention on
December 6�8, 2000. This was held in their
sprawling research complex in the southern
Iloilo town of Tigbauan. This annual
gathering of biochemists and molecular
biologists sponsored by PSBMB was held
for the first time in Iloilo following a
successful hosting by PhilRice on the same
month last year. The convention�s theme is
�Harnessing the potentials of aquatic
resources through biochemistry and
molecular biology research and develop-
ment.�

According to Mrs. Ilda Borlongan of the
Feed Development Section, SEAFDEC and
overall chair of the local organizing commit-
tee, about one hundred participants attended
the convention. They learned about current
advances in biochemistry and molecular
biology to meet global challenges like food
security, sustainability and environmental
protection. Topics covered during scientific
sessions include applications of biochem-
istry & molecular biology in environmental
safety, agriculture, aquaculture & marine
science, and pharmaceuticals & health,
biotechnology education in tertiary schools
and safety of genetically modified foods.
The keynote address was given by Dr.

Rafael Guerrero on �Aquatic Biotechnology
Research & Development in the Philip-
pines.� Plenary speakers were Dr. Lourdes
Cruz (MSI-UPD), Dr. Ida Dalmacio
(PCASTRD), Dr. Gloria De Castro-Bernas
(UST), Dr. Ma. Jamela Revilleza (UPLB), Ms.
Karen Eloisa Barroga (PhilRice), Dr. Manuel
Logronio (Monsanto), Dr. Nemesio
Montaño (MSI-UPD), and Dr. Ester Ogena
(DOST).

The gathering featured contributed papers
for oral and poster presentations. In the
Young Scientist Forum, an outstanding
research  paper was chosen among the oral
presentations. A post convention tour was
arranged to visit SEAFDEC research
facilities in Tigbauan and Igang Marine
Substation in Guimaras Island.

NPSP Holds its 5th Annual
Convention in Laguna

Bonded together by a common interest
in natural products, the Natural Prod-

ucts Society of the Philippines (NPSP)
celebrated its 5th Annual Convention last
December 1, 2000 at the E.O. Tan Hall,
PCARRD, Los Baños, Laguna.

The program started off with a welcome
remarks delivered by Dr. Lourdes B.
Cardenas, Organizing Committee Chair. Dr.
Delia Ontengco of UNILAB introduced this
year�s keynote speaker who was Dr. Gisela
Concepcion of the Marine Natural Products
Group, Marine Science Institute, UP Diliman.
Dr. Concepcion�s talk was focused on the
�Strategies for Discovering Potential
Therapeutic Agents from Marine
Organisms.�

In her lecture addressed to the natural
product chemists, she mentioned about the
local effort of her group to develop antican-
cer therapy, specifically on breast cancer
which has the highest incidence in the
Philippines. They combine the use of
antibody biotechnology and liposome drug
delivery technology with indigenous
anticancer natural products.

This whole day convention featured
various natural product researches from the
academe and research institutes which were
presented as oral and poster presentations.
Late afternoon�s activities included
awarding of certificates of appreciation, a
business meeting where the President�s and
Treasurer�s reports were presented. This was
followed by oath-taking of new members.

The scientific gathering was culminated with
a closing remark delivered by Dr. Alicia M.
Aguinaldo, NPSP President. Dr. Irene
Villaseñor was the emcee for that day.

CLSU Hosts PACT 3
Seminar Workshops

The Philippine Association of Chemis-
try Teachers Region 3 (PACT 3) held a

seminar-workshop and business meeting
last September 21�22, 2000 at the Central
Luzon State University (CLSU) in Muñoz,
Nueva Ecija. The activity which was
co-sponsored by the Department of
Chemistry of the   College of Arts and
Sciences of the said  institution is aimed at
enhancing teacher�s capability in teaching
Chemistry both at  secondary and tertiary
levels.

�Chemistry Topics Made Easy � Redox� and
�Chemical Equilibrium� were discussed by
Dr. Marcelita C. Magno of UP-ISMED while
the �Bird�s Eye View of the American
Chemical Society Convention� was
presented by Prof. Carmelita S. Garsin of the
Univesity of the Assumption in Pampanga.

Richmond L. Gregorio, UST BS Biochem student
presenting his winning entry entitled �Studies of  an
Apoptosis-Inducing Buffalo Milk Fraction� in the
Young Scientist Forum.

PACT 3 participants doing a laboratory exercise on
Chemical Equilibrium.

News BitsNews BitsNews BitsNews BitsNews Bits



10 February 2001

If undelivered, return to:
Philippine Federation of Chemistry Societies
Unit 235, Cityland Pioneer
128 Pioneer Street
Highway Hills, Mandaluyong City
Philippines

PRINTED MATTER

Philippine Chemical News, February 2001
Published by the Philippine Federation of Chemistry Societies

New Set of PFCS
Officers Inducted

The Philippine Federation of Chem-
istry Societies (PFCS) named its

new set of officers for this term. They
are:

Dr. Elma C. Llaguno (President)
Dr. Ernesto Del Rosario (Vice President)
Dr. Maribel G. Nonato (Secretary)
Ms. Elizabeth Ibuyan (Treasurer)
Ms. Nora C. Cordero (Auditor)
Dr. Christina Binag (PRO)
Dr. Eric Punzalan (PRO)

Board members for PFCS member
societies include:

ICP:Dr. Fabian Dayrit
Dr. Elma Llaguno
Dr. Titos Quibuyen

KKP: Dr. Eric Punzalan
Dr. Ernesto Del Rosario
Dr. Cherrie Pascual

PACT: Ms. Elizabeth Ibuyan
Ms. Nora Cordero
Ms. Luciana Ilao

OCTA: Dr. Maribel G. Nonato
Dr. Alicia M. Aguinaldo
Ms. Liduvina Nery

PACS:Dr. Christina A. Binag
Ms. Kristine Bragado
Mr. Jerome Gumayagay

2nd National Chemistry
Student�s Congress

The Philippine Association of Chemistry Students, Inc. in cooperation of the
Philippine Federation of Chemistry Societies hosted the 2nd National Chem-

istry Student�s Congress last February 17 at the UP-NISMED and February 18
at the UP Engineering Theater. The annual Inter-University Chemistry Quiz
Contest dubbed as PACSiklaban 2001 highlighted the event.

Four judges were invited they were Dr. Eric Punzalan (DLSU), Dr. Corazon
Menguito (UST-Chem), Dr. Ernesto del Rosario (UP-LB) and Dr. Elma Llaguno
(UP-Dil). There were 12 participating teams who joined the contest among
which the top six teams qualified for the final round. The contest was well
organized primarily because of the help rendered by the RS Review Center.

The team from the University of the Philippines-Los Baños retained their title
as the champion for two consecutive years. The team members were Joan
Zapiter, Chester Dabalos, Oscar Torres, Catherine Santos, Mae Joane Aguila,
Ronald Soriano, and Joey Ancheta with Jocelyn Pineda and Michelle Regulacio
as their coaches. The first runner-up was University of Santo Tomas-Chemis-
try with members Jerome Talla, Joy Gonzales, Karlynn Cruz, Karlo Paolo Alejo,
Gordon Marilao, Rey Rañola and Steven Tan with coach Mr. Allan Macabeo
and Dr. Carlos Garcia as adviser. The University of the Philippines-Diliman
kept their second runner title for two years in a row. The team members were
Mailene Supetran, Ma. Conchita Morabe, Monissa Paderes, Leah Buenaflor,
Ana Esmeralda Javier, Mark Francis Melendres, and Bon Ryan Sy with Christian
Canlas as the coach.


